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Welcome to the 
Union Chapel 

newsletter from our Minister  

 
       The Evenings are drawing in, cobwebs hit you in the face as you 
walk along between              
           Hedges, crunching through leaves as you go.  Autumn is here. 
           It is a time when we think about the beauty of our Earth and 
Creation. 
           A time we give thanks in Harvest festival for all the good things we 
have to eat and drink. 
           AS Christians we give thanks for all we have, for the farmers and 
producers who grow and            
           Prepare our food, for those who transport it and sell it to us. 
           We also take the time to thank God for all he has done for us over 
the past year,  
           and to think about  those less fortunate than ourselves, by 
bringing gifts to the harvest service,  which can be  distributed to them.  
           Here at Union chapel we take the produce to our homeless unit 
Ȱ-ÁÒÇÉÎÓȱ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ goes towards feeding the many hundreds we care for 
during the year. 
           Jesus charged us to feed the hungry and to cloth the naked and 
when we do so we are carrying out the charge he gave us. 
           We are all bad at thanking people, we take people and things for 
granted almost as a right. 
           Who have you forgotten to thank recently?  
           Do you ever thank God for all the blessings he has given you? 
           Your Family and friends, your home and belongings, your job and 
car, your health, Food, clothing?  
Even with the Credit Crunch we have so much to be grateful for 
           )ÔȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏÏ ÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȢ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

Dear Creator God, 
We thank you for this beautiful time of year with all its colours 
and smells: 
for ripe fruit and vegetables growing in our gardens: for so 
much choice in 
supermarkets and for those people who grow and harvest our 
food. 
Forgive us when we take it for granted and forget to thank you 
at meal 
times, or for the times we make bad decisions about the food 
we buy without  
thinking about those who produce it. 
Help us to support fairly traded goods and to support those 
who work for a 
fairer distribution of the worlds resources so that all people 
may have 
sufficient food, 
In Jesus name, 
Amen 
 
God Bless 
          Fionnaigh  
 

Christian Basi cs: How Does God Guide Us?  

-  We are all faced with daily decisions about our jobs, future, 

money, relationships etc. In all these areas God promises to 

guide those who will listen to him: 'My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they fol low me.' (John 10:27). But 

how does God guide us? There are five factors which will 

work together to help us:  



 

  
 

1. Scripture: God has revealed his overall will for our lives 

through the Bible. For example, we don't have to say, 

'Lord, please guid e me' when it comes to paying taxes, 

giving or forgiving others. As we take the Bible seriously, 

God will show us what to do in particular situations.  

2. Holy Spirit: 'And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going 

to Jerusalem' (Acts 20:22). The  Holy Spirit enables us to 

recognise God's voice through prayer and in other ways eg 

prophecy, visions, pictures, or even dreams. He can also 

give us that strong desire to do what God requires in a 

particular situation, 'God is at work in us, both to will and 

to act, for his good purpose' (Phil. 2:13).  

3. Common Sense: Christians are not called to abandon 

common sense: 'Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord 

will give you insight into all this' (2 Tim. 2:7). In 95% of 

the decisions that we h ave to make, God will guide our 

minds to think through the right course of action eg 

relationships, career, family, future etc. 'God's promises of 

guidance were not given to save us the problem of thinking' 

(John Stott).  

4. Wise Advice 'Make pl ans by seeking advice' (Proverbs 20:18). 

It's good to seek the advice of those whom we trust for 

their practical wisdom when it comes to making right 

choices in our lives.  



 

  
 

5. Circumstances: God is sovereign and will guide us through 

circumstan ces, 'In his heart a man plans his course, but the 

Lord determines his steps' (Proverbs 16:9). As we reflect 

on experience, we will be aware of the times when God 

opened or closed doors when seeking his guidance through 

a particular set of circumstances.  

Don't forget that we won't always get it right! We will need 

all these factors to test carefully what God is saying to us. 

However, the good news is that God is even able to make 

something of our mistakes, 'And we know that in all things 

God works for the g ood of those who love him' (Romans 

8:28).  

 
 
Celebrations and Thanksgivings.  
 
       We have been very pleased to celebrate the Christening of 
       Harry Law ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ 

and Richard not only 
       to the Church but also to Compton Terrace, where we 

hope they  will be very 
       happy. 
       We also Christened  Rhys Howcroft and we look forward 

to seeing him and his  
       Parents when they are not off to Wales for the weekend! 
 
        
 



 

  
 

We celebrated the Marriage of Nina  and Kris Hollingworth 
and were delighted  

       to see their family from many parts of the globe, enjoying 
the day with them. 

       They went on their way together to the strains of a gypsy 
band,( which also  

       Entertained the residents of Compton Terrace) via a 
Route-master bus, and                 mystery  tour. 

       We wish Kris and Nina  every Blessing in their new life 
together. 

 
 

 


